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9,000 NYC workers on leave as vaccine mandate takes effect 


By MICHAEL R. SISAK and KAREN MATTHEWS 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — About 9,000 New York City municipal 
workers were put on unpaid leave for refusing fo comply 
with a COVID-19 vaccine mandate that took effect Mon- 
day and thousands of city firefighters have called out sick 
in an apparent protest over the requirement, Mayor Bill 
de Blasio said. 

About 9 in 10 city workers covered by the mandate have 
gotten vaccinated and there have been no disruptions 
to city services as a result of staffing shortages, de Bla- 
sio told reporters at his daily news briefing. New York has 
more than 300,000 city employees. 

Firehouses remained open but 18 of the department's 
350 units were out of service and "many units are under- 
staffed," Fire Commissioner Daniel Nigro said. Sanitation 
workers made an extra pickup on Sunday to ensure trash 
wouldn't pile uo, the mayor said. 

"Lwant to thank everyone who got vaccinated," de Blasio 
said. "Thank you for getting vaccinated. Thank you for do- 
ing the right thing. Thank you for moving us forward." 

City officials have been battling fierce resistance among 
a minority of workers in some critical public safety jobs, in- 
cluding police officers and firefighters, as well as a pend- 
ing legal challenge to the mandate by the city's largest 
police union. 
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9,000 NYC workers on leave as vaccine mandate takes effect 


Continued from Front 


As of Sunday, 1 in 4 of the 
city's uniformed _ firefight- 
ers still hadn't gotten a first 
dose of the vaccine, as re- 
quired. About 1 in 6 police 
personnel and 1 in 6 sani- 
tation workers were still Un- 
vaccinated. 

Police Commissioner Der- 
mot Shea said the vast 
majority of unvaccinated 
workers in his department 
have applied for religious 
or medical exemptions to 
the vaccine mandate. So 
far, just 34 police officers 
and 40 civilian police em- 
ployees have been placed 
on unpaid leave he said. 
More than 3,500 city work- 
ers were vaccinated over 


the weekend. That was 
after a 5 p.m. Friday dead- 
line to collect a $500 bonus 
for showing proof they'd 
gotten a dose of the vac- 
cine but before they were 
to be put on unpaid leave. 
About 12,000 workers have 
applied for religious or 
medical exemptions. They 
can remain on the job 
while city officials review 
those applications. 


About 2,300 _ firefighters 
were out sick, up from 
what's normally about 


1,000 per day, in what NI- 
gro said appeared to be a 
orotest against the vaccine 
mandate. The fire depart- 
ment's medical office nor- 
mally sees about 200 peo- 
ple a day, Nigro said. The 


past week, it has been 700 
a day, the majority unvac- 
cinated. 

‘I've asked them to rethink 
this, to remember their oath 
of office,” Nigro said. ‘It's 
not only affecting the peo- 
ple they serve, It's affecting 
their brothers and sisters in 
the department who are 
forced fo fill their spots." 

De Blasio said the city Is 
watching to see if the fire- 
fighters Union is Coordinat- 
ing the sick outs and would 
take them to court if there's 
evidence of an illegal strike. 
He said firefighters who are 
found to be faking illness 
are "AWOL effectively" and 
will face internal depart- 
ment discipline. 

"People get really troubled 


really quick when people 
don't show up to do their 
jobs if they're not really 
sick,’ de Blasio said. "And 
we have every reason to 
believe there's a lot of peo- 
ple out there claiming to 
be sick, who are not. It's not 
acceptable." 

City officials have said they 
are prepared for possible 
staffing shortfalls, calling in 
vaccinated employees for 
overtime shifts. 

The head of the union 
that represents New York 
City firefighters, which has 
fought the vaccine man- 
date, warned that public 
safety could be at risk. The 
fire department has said it 
was prepared to take up 
to 20% of its fire compa- 


nies out of service and and 
have 20% fewer ambulanc- 
es on the road. 

"We're here today because 
of a mandate that was 
put not only on our mem- 
bers, but also all New York 
City employees, given nine 
days to make a life-chang- 
ing decision on their career 
or whether or not they're 
going to take a vaccine," 
Uniformed Firefighters As- 
sociation President Andrew 
Ansbro said at an early 
morning news conference. 
Mayor Bill de Blasio has 
said the city's highest pub- 
lic safety priority is stopping 
the spread of COVID-19, 
which continues to kill a 
handful of people in the 
city every day.) 





COVID vaccine for younger kids already being packed, shipped 


By R. ALONSO-ZALDIVAR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — An- 
ticipating a green light 
from vaccine advisers, the 
Biden administration is as- 
sembling and shipping 
millions of COVID-19 shots 
for children ages 5-11, the 
White House said Monday. 
The first could go into kids' 
arms by midweek. 

"We are not waiting on the 
operations and _ logistics," 
said coronavirus Coordina- 
tor Jeff Zients. 

By vaccinating children, 
the U.S. hopes to head off 
another coronavirus wave 
during the cold-weath- 
er months when people 
soend more time indoors 
and respiratory _ illnesses 
can soread more easily. 
Cases have been declining 
for weeks, but the virus has 
repeatedly shown its ability 
to stage a comeback and 
more easily transmissible 
mutations are a persistent 
threat. On Tuesday, a spe- 
cial advisory panel to the 
Centers for Disease Control 
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and Prevention will meet 
to consider detailed rec- 
ommendations for admin- 
istering the Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccine to younger chil- 
dren. The Food and Drug 


Administration already 
cleared the shots, which 
deliver about one-third 


of the vaccine given to 
adults. After CDC advisers 
make their recommenda- 
tions, agency director Dr. 
Rochelle Walensky will give 
the final order. 
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Zients said the govern- 
ment has enough of the 
Pfizer vaccine for all 28 
million children in the 5-11 
age group. "Were in great 
shape on supply," Zients 
said during the White House 
coronavirus briefing. 

The children's vaccination 
drive is expected to start 
later this week and go into 
full swing by next week. 
Parents will be able to go 
to vaccines.gov and filter 
on vaccines for children 


=" 


Associated Press 
5-11 to find a location near 
them that is offering the 
shot. Pfizer's vaccine al- 
ready has been authorized 
for use in older children. 
After the FDA gave its au- 
thorization for younger chil- 
dren, the Biden administra- 
tion asked states, territories 
and other jurisdictions to 
place their initial orders. 
Workers at the drug com- 
pany and at distribution 
centers began the process 
of preparing and packing 


15 million doses, said Zients. 
"More doses will be packed 
and shioped and deliv- 
ered,’ he added. “More 
and more vaccine will 
come on line as we ramp 
Up." The goal is for parents 
to have a range of options 
for getting children vacci- 
nated, from pediatricians’ 
offices to clinics and phar- 
macies. 

Walensky acknowledged 
both a sense of urgency 
and concern about getting 
children vaccinated. She 
stressed that clinical trials of 
the Pfizer vaccine for chil- 
dren have found it highly 
effective in preventing seri- 
ous disease, with no severe 
adverse reactions in safety 
and efficacy trials. 

"There has been a great 
deal of anticipation from 
parents," Walensky © said. 
"| encourage parents fo 
ask questions." Separate- 
ly, Zients Gnnounced that 
about 70% of U.S. adults are 
now fully vaccinated, while 
80% have received at least 
one vaccine dose.) 
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US stocks wobble, hover around record highs set last week 
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By DAMIAN J. TROISE and 
ALEX VEIGA 

AP Business Writers 

Stocks wobbled in after- 
noon trading on Wall Street 
Monday and _ hovered 
around the record highs 
they set last week. 

The S&P 500 slipped 0.2% 
as of 2:16 p.m. Eastern. The 
Dow Jones Industrial Aver- 
age rose 17 points, or 0.1%, 
to 35,840 and the Nasdaq 
rose 0.1%. 

Smaller company stocks 
far outpaced the broader 
market in a sign that inves- 
tors were confident about 
economic growth. The Rus- 
sell 2000 rose 2.4%. 

While more stocks in the S&P 
500 rose than fell, losses by 
technology, Ccommunica- 
tion and health care com- 
panies outweighed gains 
elsewhere in the bench- 
mark index. Microsoft fell 
1.1%, Google parent AI- 
ohabet slid 2.9% and Unit- 
edHealth Group dropped 
1.8%. 

Energy stocks made solid 
gains as the price of US. 
crude oil rose 0.3%, adding 
to amore than 75% gain so 
far this year. 

Exxon Mobil rose 2%. A mix 
of companies that rely on 
direct Consumer spending 


for goods and services also 
rose. 

Bond yields rose and 
helped banks make gains, 
as they rely on higher yields 
to charge more lucrative 
interest rates on loans. The 
yield on the 10-year Trea- 
sury rose to 1.57% from 
1.55% late Friday. Capital 
One rose 1%. 

Every major index reached 
record highs on Friday to 
cap the broader market's 
best month in nearly a year. 


Stocks have been gaining 
ground for weeks as inves- 
tors review a steady flow of 
mostly encouraging corpo- 
rate earnings. 

More than half of the com- 
panies in the benchmark 
S&P 500 index have al- 
ready reported results. An- 
alysts expect overall profit 
growth of 36% by the time 
reporting is finished. An- 
other 167 companies within 
the index will report their re- 
sults this week. 





Associated Press 


Pharmaceutical giant Pfizer 
will report its results on Tues- 
day and CVS Health will re- 
oort results on Wednesday. 
Investors will also be watch- 
ing another policy meet- 
ing by the Federal Reserve, 
which is in the process of 
considering how to wind 
down Its extraordinary sup- 
oort measures for the econ- 
omy. The central bank will 
release its latest statement 
on Wednesday. 

Rising inflation remains a 


concern and will likely be 
persistent, but will probably 
moderate through the end 
of the year, said Rod von 
Liosey, Managing director 
at UBS Private Wealth Man- 
agement. 

Meanwhile, investors have 
been shifting their focus to 
earings and other funda- 
mental measures as they 
move past the uncertainty 
of COVID-19. 

"Obviously we're waiting 
to see what the Fed has to 
say, but there's still plenty of 
room and capacity for the 
markets to continue this re- 
covery, he said. 

Wall Street will get several 
more economic updates 
this week. 

The Institute for Supply 
Management will release 
its service sector index for 
October on Wednesday. 
That will give investors a 
glimpse into how the sec- 
tor, which accounts for the 
bulk of economic activity, Is 
recovering after the surge 
of COVID-19 cases over the 
summer. 

Investors will also get an- 
other update on the em- 
ployment market when the 
Labor Department releases 
its jobs report for October 
on Friday.L] 





Oklahoma panel recommends governor spare Julius Jones’ life 


By SEAN MURPHY Associ- 
ated Press 

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 
Oklahoma's Pardon and 
Parole Board on Monday 
recommended Gov. Kevin 
Stitt soare the life of death 
row inmate Julius Jones, 
whose murder conviction 
for the 1999 killing of an 
Edmond businessman has 
drawn national attention. 
The board recommended 
in 3-1 votes that Stitt grant 
Jones clemency and com- 
mute his sentence fo life in 
prison with the possibility of 
parole after hearing from 
Jones, 41, who testified via 
video link from the Okla- 
homa State Penitentiary in 
McAlester. Several mem- 
bers of the panel agreed 
they had doubts about the 
evidence that led to Jones' 
conviction. One board 
member, Scott Williams, 
recused himself from the 
vote because of an exist- 


ing friendshio with an af- 
torney who has advocated 
for Jones. 

“| continue to believe there 
is still doubt in this case," 
said board member Kelly 
Doyle. 

The lone vote against 
clemency came from Rich- 
ard Smothermon, a former 
orosecutor, who said he 
believed Jones was not be- 
Ing truthful in his testimony. 
"To believe in Mr. Jones’ 
theory of the case, you 
have to disbelieve every 
other piece of evidence 
in the case," including tes- 
timony from law enforce- 
ment officers, independent 
witnesses and physical evi- 
dence, Smothermon said. 

Stitt must now decide 
whether to grant clemency 


or commute Jones sen- 
tence. 
"Governor Stitt Is aware 


of the Pardon and Parole 
Board's vote today," Stitt 


sookeswoman Carly Atchi- 
son said in a statement. 
“Our office will not offer 
further comment until the 
governor has made a final 
decision." 

The Oklahoma Court of 
Criminal Appeals has set a 
Nov. 18 execution date for 
Jones. The state resumed 
lethal injections last week 
after a six-year hiatus, put- 
ting a man to death for the 
1998 stabbing death of a 
prison cafeteria worker. 
Jones was convicted of 
first-degree murder and 
sentenced to die in the 
1999 shooting death of Paul 
Howell during a carjacking 
in the Oklahoma City sub- 
urb of Edmond. 

He admitted to the board 
on Monday that he began 
shoplifting clothes, jewelry 
and electronics, but de- 
nied that he ever commit- 
ted any violent acts. He 
also denied committing 


Qa separate carjacking to 
which he pleaded guilty, 
saying he made the plea 
on the advice of his attor- 
ney. "Yes, | made mistakes 
in my youth, but | did not 
kill Mr. Paul Howell,” Jones 
told the panel. "Jones re- 
peatedly and unequivo- 
cally told his attorneys that 
his parents were mistaken 
and that he was not at 
home the night of the mur- 
der," said Assistant Attorney 
General Jennifer Crabb. 

Crabb said Jones is a rec- 
ognized member of the 
Bloods gang and that he 
has continued to commit 
criminal acts while inside 
prison, including possessing 
contraband and using oth- 
er inmate's pin numbers to 
make telephone calls. She 
also said Jones has had so 
much money deposited 
into his inmate account 
in the last couple of years 
that he has sent $18,000 to 


family and friends. 

Jones’ case drew wide- 
soread attention after it 
was profiled in "The Last 
Defense," a three-episode 
documentary produced 
by actress Viola Davis that 
aired on ABC in 2018. Since 
then, reality television star 
Kim Kardashian West and 
athletes with Oklahoma 
ties, including NBA stars Rus- 
sell Westbrook, Blake Grif- 
fin and Trae Young, have 
urged Stitt fo commute 
Jones death sentence and 
spare his life. 

Jones alleges he was 
framed by the actual killer, 
a high-school friend and 
former co-defendant who 
was a key prosecution wit- 
ness. But Oklahoma Coun- 
ty District Attorney David 
Prater and the state's for- 
mer attorney general, 
Mike Hunter, have said the 
evidence against Jones is 
overwhelming. LJ 
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Americans sour on economy amid inflation woes: AP-NORC Poll 


By KEN SWEET and EMILY 
SWANSON The Associated 
Press 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Americans’ opinions on the 
U.S. economy have soured 
noticeably in the past 
month, a new poll finds, 
with nearly half expecting 
economic conditions to 
worsen in the next year. 
Just 35% of Americans now 
call the national econo- 
my good, while 65% call it 
poor, according to a poll 
by The Associated Press- 
NORC Center for Public Af- 
fairs Research. That's a dip 
since September, when 
45% of Americans called 
the economy good, and 
a return to about where 
views of the nation's econ- 
omy stood in January and 
February, when the pan- 
demic was raging across 
the nation. 

The deterioration in Ameri- 
cans' economic sentiments 
comes as the cost of goods 
is rising nationwide, particu- 
larly gas prices, and bottle- 
necks in the global supply 
chain have made purchas- 
ing everything from furni- 
ture to automobiles more 
difficult. The Labor Depart- 
ment reported earlier this 
month that consumer pric- 
es in September rose 5.4% 
from a year earlier, the larg- 
est one-year increase since 
2008. Nadine Christian, 55, 
said she's been concerned 
about the rising cost of liv- 
ing the past year. 

| grew up in the 1970s and 
| remember it was hard for 


Premium 439: 


Americans’ opinions on the U.S. economy have soured noticeably in the past month, a new poll 
finds, as the cost of goods is rising nationwide, particularly gas prices. 
(AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File) 


my parents to make ends 
meet," Christian said, refer- 
ring to the last time the U.S. 
economy was severely im- 
pacted by high inflation. 
‘Its not quite as bad as It 
was back then but | feel 
like any day we could go 
off the rails." 

Roughly half of Americans 
— 47% — now say they 
expect the economy to 
get worse in the next year, 
compared with just 30% 
who think it will get better. 
In an AP-NORC poll con- 
ducted in February and 
March, the situation was 
reversed: 44% expected 
the economy to get better 
in the year ahead and just 
32% said it would get worse. 
Earlier this year, 70% of Dem- 





ocrats said they expected 
the economy to get bet- 
ter. Now, just 51% do. And 
the share of Republicans 
who think the economy will 
get even worse has grown 
to 74% from 59% earlier in 
the year. Joseph Binkley, 
34, from Indiana, said he's 
worried about inflation but 
thinks the problems in the 
economy are temporary. 

"| think it's mostly a supply- 
demand issue, as the econ- 
omy is improving,’ he said. 

Binkley said he supports 
President Biden's economic 
policies. 

"A lot of the first years of a 
presidency is dealing with 
the predecessor's policies. 
| think Biden is having to 
work through the problems 


of the previous administra- 
tion." The AP-NORC poll 
shows a majority of Ameri- 
cans are critical of Biden's 
handling of the economy, 
with 58% saying they dis- 
approve and 41% saying 
they approve. Despite 
the deterioration in Ameri- 
cans’ economic outlooks, 
the poll found they remain 
relatively optimistic about 
their own. financial situa- 
tions. The poll found that 
65% of Americans say their 
personal financial situation 
is good, a number that has 
remained about constant 
since before the pandemic 
began. Still, 24% say they 
think their personal financ- 
es will get worse In the next 
year, up from 13% earlier 


this year. 

The poll also shows signs 
that the pandemic has 
heloed improve’ workers’ 
bargaining power: 36% of 
Americans are very or ex- 
tremely confident that they 
could find a good job if 
they wanted to. In March 
of 2020, 25% said that, and 
in June of 2019, 30% said so. 
Another 35% say they're at 
least somewhat confident. 
About half of Americans, 
49%, Now say they're high- 
ly confident they could 
pay an unexpected bill 
of $1,000, up from 36% in 
March of 2020 and 40% in 
June of 2019. 

Economic inequalities be- 
tween Black and Hispanic 
Americans compared to 
their white counterparts 
remain, however. White 
Americans are much more 
likely than Black or Hisoan- 
ic Americans to be highly 
confident in their ability to 
pay an unexpected bill or 
medical expense. 

For businesses, the supply 
chain issues have damp- 
ened economic forecasts. 
Dozens of large companies 
say it's been hard to find 
basic goods for manufac- 
turing, like raw materials 
and semiconductors. 
“Companies keep _ tell- 
ing me, ‘If | could just get 
the materials, my business 
would grow § significantly,” 
said Steve Steinour, CEO 
of Huntington Bancshares, 
a large regional bank 
chain found primarily in the 
Midwest. 





By ZEKE MILLER AND 
AAMER MADHANI 
Associated Press 

ROME (AP) — President 
Joe Biden reflected on 
his relationshio with Pope 
Francis on Sunday as he 
neared the end of his visit 





ap ili; 





Associated Press 


to Rome, saying the pon- 
tiff has brought him "great 
solace” since the death of 
his son Beau more than six 
years ago. 

Biden was asked about 
his private meeting Friday 
with the pope during his 


Biden says pope has brought him 


comfort after son's death 


closing news conference 
at the Group of 20 summit. 
Speaking with emotion, 
the president harked back 
to his September 2015 
meeting with the pontiff 
when the leader of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church was 
visiting the United States. 
This Sse vio hese 
great empathy, Biden 
said. "He is ad man who un- 
derstands that part of his 
Christianity is to reach out 
and forgive. And so | just 
find my relationship with 
him one that | personally 
take great solace in." 


Biden, a practicing Catho- 
lic, was vice president at 
the time of Francis’ visit to 
the U.S. He was asked by 
President Barack Obama 
1OVCCECMOcihiy EGE |s7els 
the pontiff traveled to Phil- 
adelphia. 

Biden said the “wounds 
were still raw' from the 
death of Beau, the former 
Delaware attorney gen- 
eral who had died from 
brain cancer months be- 
fore the pope's U.S. visit. 
Before departing  Phila- 
delohia, Francis asked to 
meet privately with Biden 


and his family. The presi- 
dent, who has previously 
spoken about the meet- 
ing, seemed to choke 
back tears Sunday as he 
recalled how much Francis 
knew about his late son. 

"He didn't just generically 
talk about him," Biden said 
of the meeting, which he 
said lasted 10 or 15 min- 
utes in a Philadelphia air- 
port hangar. “He knew 
what a man he was. And 
it had such a cathartic im- 
pact on his children, and 
my wife, our family, that it 
meant a great deal.) 
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By SETH BORENSTEIN 

AP Science Writer 
GLASGOW, Scotland (AP) 
— World leaders turned up 
the heat and resorted to 
end-of-the-world — rhetoric 
on Monday in an attempt 
to bring new urgency to 
sputtering international cli- 
mate negotiations. 

The metaphors were dra- 
matic and mixed at the 
start of the talks, known 
as COP26. For British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson, glob- 
al warming was "a dooms- 
day device’ strapped to 
humanity. United Nations 
Secretary-General An- 
tonio Guterres told his col- 
leagues that people are 
"digging our Own graves.’ 
And Barbados Prime Min- 
ister Mia Mottley, soeaking 
for vulnerable island na- 
tions, added moral thun- 
der, warning leaders not 
to "allow the path of greed 
and selfishness to sow the 
seeds of our common de- 
struction." 

Amid the soaring rhetoric, 
Indian Prime Minister Nar- 
endra Modi said his coun- 
try will aim to stop adding 
greenhouse gases to the 
atmosphere by 2070 — two 
decades after the United 
States and at least 10 year 
later than China. Modi 
said the goal of reach- 
ing "net zero" by 2070 was 
one of five measures India 
planned to undertake fo 
meet ifs commitments un- 
der the Paris climate ac- 
cord. 

Meanwhile, a handful of 
more sedate — sometimes 
detailed — soeeches were 
also delivered. U.S. Presi- 
dent Joe Biden and Ger- 
man Chancellor Angela 
Merkel avoided § soaring 
rhetoric and delved into 
wonky policy. 

‘There's no more time fo sit 
back," Biden said in a more 
measured warning that 
also apologized for his pre- 
decessor's temporarily pull- 
ing the U.S. out of the his- 
toric 2015 Paris agreement, 
something he said put the 
country behind in its efforts. 
“Every day we delay, the 
cost of inaction increases." 
IN addition to coaxing big 
carbon-polluting nations 
tO promise more stringent 
emission cuts, French Presi- 
dent Emmanuel Macron 


said European nations now 
have to shift from promises 
to action. 

Earlier, Jonnson — who is 
hosting the summit in the 
Scottish city of Glasgow — 
likened an ever-warming 
Earth's position to that of fic- 
tional secret agent James 
Bond: strapped to a bomb 
that will destroy the planet 
and trying to defuse it. 

He told leaders that the 
only difference now is that 
the "ticking doomsday de- 
vice" is not fiction and "it's 
one minute to midnight 
on that doomsday clock." 
The threat now is climate 
change, triggered by the 
burning of coal, oil and nat- 
ural gas, and he noted that 
it all started in Glasgow with 
James Watt's steam engine 
powered by codl. 

Johnson also pointed out 
that the more than 130 
world leaders gathered for 
the leaders’ summit portion 
of the U.N. climate confer- 
ence had an average age 
of over 60, while the gen- 
erations most harmed by 
climate change aren't yet 
born. 

The conference aims to get 
governments to commit 
to curbing carbon emis- 
sions fast enough to keep 
global warming to 1.5 de- 
grees Celsius (2.7 degrees 
Fahrenheit) above — pre- 
industrial levels. The world 
has already warmed 1.1 
degrees Celsius (2 degrees 
Fahrenheit). Current pro- 
jections based on planned 
emissions cuts over the next 
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Leaders dial up doomsday warning fo kick-start climate talks 


decade are for It to hit 2.7C 
(4.9F) by the year 2100. 
Increased warming over 
coming decades would 
melt much of the planet's 
ice, raise global sea levels 
and greatly increase the 
likelinood and intensity of 
extreme weather, scientists 
say. With every tenth of a 
degree of warming, the 
dangers soar faster, they 
say. The other goals for the 
meeting are for rich nations 
to give poor nations $100 
billion a year in climate aid 
and to reach an agree- 
ment to soend half of the 
money to adapt to worsen- 
ing climate impacts. 

"This is immoral and it is un- 
just," Mottley said. "Are we 
so blinded and hardened 
that we can no longer ap- 
oreciate the cries of hu- 
manity?" 

"We are already gasping 
for survival," chimed in Pres- 
ident Wavel John Charles 
Ramkalawan of the Sey- 
chelles, another island na- 
tion. "Tomorrow is not an 
option for it will be too late." 
Guterres struck an equally 
gloomy note. 

"We are digging our own 
graves," said the U.N. sec- 
retary-general. “Our plan- 
et is changing before our 
eyes — from the ocean 
depths to mountaintops, 
from melting glaciers to re- 
lentless extreme weather 
events.: 

The speeches will continue 
through Tuesday, then the 
leaders will leave. 

The idea is that they will do 
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the big political give-and- 


take, setting out broad 
outlines of agreement, and 
then have other govern- 
ment officials hammer out 
the nagging but crucial de- 
tails. That's what worked to 
make the historic 2015 Paris 
climate deal a success, for- 
mer U.N. Climate Secretary 
Christiana Figueres told The 
Associated Press. In Paris, 
the two signature goals — 
the 1.5-degree Celsius limit 
and net zero carbon emis- 
sions by 2050 — were creat- 
ed by this leaders-first pro- 
cess, Figueres said. In the 
unsuccessful 2009 Copen- 
hagen meeting the leaders 
swooped in at the end. 
Thousands lined up in a 
chilly wind in Glasgow on 
Monday to get through a 
bottleneck at the entrance 
to the venue. But what will 
be noticeable are a hand- 
ful of major absences. 

Xi Jinping, president of 
top carbon-polluting na- 
tion China, won't be in 
Glasgow. Figueres said his 
absence isn't that big a 
deal because he isn't leav- 
ing the country during the 
pandemic and his climate 
envoy Is a veteran negotia- 
tor. 

Biden, however, has chid- 
ed China and Russia for 
their less than ambitious ef- 
forts to curb emissions and 
blamed them for a disap- 
pointing statement on cli- 
mate change at the end 
of the meeting of leaders 
from the Group of 20 ma- 
jor economies in Rome this 


weekend. 

Perhaps more troublesome 
for the U.N. summit is the 
absence of several small 
nations from the Pacific is- 
lands that couldn't make 
it because of COVID-19 
restrictions and logistics. 
That's a big problem be- 
cause their voices relay ur- 
gency, Figueres said. 

In addition, the heads of 
several major emerging 
economies beyond China 
are also skipping Scotland, 
including those from Russia, 
Turkey, Mexico, Brazil and 
South Africa. That leaves 
India's Narendra Modi the 
only leader present from 
the so-called BRICS nations, 
which account for more 
than 40% of global emis- 
sions. 

Kevin Conrad, a negotiator 
from Papua New Guinea 
who also chairs the Coali- 
tion for Rainforest Nations, 
said he's watching the big 
carbon-polluting nations. 
"| think it's really important 
for the United States and 
China to show leadership 
as the two largest emitters. 
If both of them can show it 
can be done, | think they 
give hope fo the rest of the 
world,’ he said. 

But before the U.N. climate 
summit, the G-20 lead- 
ers offered vague climate 
oledges instead of commit- 
ments of firm action, saying 
they would seek carbon 
neutrality “by or around 
mid-century." The countries 
also agreed to end pub- 
lic financing for coal-fired 
power generation abroad, 
but set no target for phas- 
ing out coal domestically 
— a clear nod to China 
and India. 

The G-20 countries repre- 
sent more than three-quar- 
ters of the world's climate- 
damaging emissions and 
summit host Italy, and Brit- 
ain had been hoping for 
more ambitious targets. 
India, the world's — third- 
biggest emitter, has yet to 
follow China, the U.S. and 
the European Union in set- 
ting a target for reaching 
"net zero" emissions. Nego- 
tiators are hoping Modi will 
announce such a goal in 
Glasgow. 

But the Biden administra- 
tion has tried hard to tem- 
per expectations.L] 
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Ugandan kids lose hope in long school closure amid pandemic 


By RODNEY MUHUMUZA 
Associated Press 

BUSIA, Uganda (AP) — 
Dressed in his school uni- 
form, Mathias Okwako 
jumped into the mud and 
started his daily search for 
gold, a commodity that 
may be closer to his grasp 
than another precious as- 
set: an education. 

His rural school in Uganda 
sits idle just across the road 
from the swamp where 
he and scores of children 
now work as informal min- 
ers. Weeds grow In some 
classrooms, where window 
frames have been loot- 
ed for firewood. Another 
school nearby is renting out 
rooms to tenants. 

Uganda's schools have 
been fully or partially shut 
for more than 77 weeks 
because of the coronavi- 
rus pandemic, the longest 
disruption anywhere in the 
world, according to fig- 
ures from the U.N. cultural 
agency. And unlike many 
parts of the globe, where 
lessons moved online, most 
public schools, which serve 
the vast majority of children 
in this East African country, 
were unable to offer virtual 
schooling. 

In the void left, some stu- 
dents got married. Some 
are dealing with unwanted 
pregnancies. Others, like 
17-year-old Okwako, found 
jobs. 

The pandemic has manvu- 
factured "outcasts," a lost 
generation of learners now 
‘in a battle of how fo fit in," 
said Moses Mangeni, an of- 
ficial with the local govern- 
ment in Busia, where Ok- 
wako lives. 

Efforts to control the soread 
of COVID-19 have disrupt- 
ed the lives of children in 
every corner of the globe, 
squeezing their parents, 
complicating their care, 
and often removing their 
safety nets. Perhaps most 
crucially, it has thrown their 
schooling into chaos. 

The result is the "biggest 
global education emer- 
gency of our time," accord- 
ing to the aid group Save 
the Children, which last 
month identified 48 coun- 
tries, including Uganda, 
whose school systems are 
at extreme or high risk of 
collapse. Most are in sub- 
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school uniform at an open-cast gold mining site in the village of Mawero, on the outskirts of Busia 


town, in eastern Uganda 


Saharan Africa, a region 
long marked by high drop- 
out rates and a shortage of 
qualified teachers. 

Some other parts of the 
world that saw protracted 
closures also struggled to 
teach students. Mexico, 
where internet connectiv- 
ity is low in many places, 
opted for educational pro- 
gramming via_ television. 
Ultimately, the pandemic 
was devastating for chil- 
dren in Mexico, which saw 
millions leave school as well 
as increases in child homi- 
cides, teen pregnancies 
and domestic violence. 

IN lrag, remote learning 
was similarly ‘limited and 
Unequal," according to the 
World Bank. 

Some wealthier countries 
fared better. In Kuwait, be- 
cause most public schools 
weren't equipped fo go 
online when the virus first 
struck, all schooling was sus- 
pended for seven months 
in 2020. But then the oil- 
rich Gulf Arab sheikhdom 
poured $212 million into an 
e-learning platform, and 
all schools went online. The 
rollout is considered a suc- 
cess. 

But in Uganda there is no 
success to soeak of. 

The country first shut down 
its schools in March 2020, 
shortly after the first coro- 
navirus case was con- 
firmed on the African con- 
tinent. Some classes were 


reopened to students in 
February, but a total lock- 
down was imposed again 
in June as the country 
faced its first major surge. 
It is now the only country 
in Africa where schools 
remain closed — though 
President Yoweri Musev- 
eni announced last week 
that they would reopen in 
January. That comes as vi- 
rus cases have tapered off 
in recent months, with the 
country now recording an 
average of 70 new infec- 
tions each day and a cou- 
ole of deaths, according to 
Johns Hopkins University. So 
far, Uganda has fully vacci- 
nated about 700,000 of its 
44 million people. 

First lady Janet Museveni, 
who Is the Country's educa- 
tion minister, has rejected 
criticism that the govern- 
ment isn't doing enough 
to teach kids. In a soeech 
in October, she asked "why 
our children cannot be 
safe at home. What hap- 
pened to the familye" 

The problem, some Ugan- 
dans say, is that the gov- 
ernment hasn't found a 
successful way to keep up 
learning during lockdown. 
A suggested national pro- 
gram to broadcast lessons 
via free radio sets didn't 
materialize, and in rural 
areas many children don't 
have learning materials of 
any kind. 

As elsewhere, schools typi- 
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cally also provide a ref- 
uge to vulnerable children: 
They may be fed there or 
receive their routine child- 
hood vaccinations or have 
access to other services not 
easily available at home. 
But in Uganda's poorest 
homes, children are now 
often left to their own de- 
vices, without the private 
tutoring or Zoom. lessons 
that wealthy families can 
afford. In Busia, even be- 
fore the pandemic, the 
sight of kids peddling goods 
in the streets wasn't uncom- 
mon. Things have only be- 
come worse. 

Many children who spoke 
to The Associated Press ex- 
oressed hopelessness amid 
the protracted lockdown. 
Okwako, who said he was 
wearing his school uniform 
while searching for gold 
because he had nothing 
else to put on, sought work 
out of boredom but regrets 
that the tiring days leave 
him little energy to study 
on his own. "No time (for) 
reading books," he said. "If 
you try to open a book, you 
just go asleep, and sleep 
Up To Tomorrow.” 

At the informal gold mine, 
students toil alongside 
adults, including some of 
their teachers, under the 
scorching sun. Witnesses 
said the risks and _ frustra- 
tions of the precarious work 
have led fo fistfights, and 
some children have bro- 
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ken limbs while digging. A 
typical day can bring in just 
over $2, enough for a child 
to buy a pair of used shoes. 
Okwako is proud of the 
two pigs he bought with 
his earnings. Other children 
said they use the money 
help to look after their fami- 
lies, regularly buying salt or 
soap. “We come here to 
make money,’ said 16-year- 
old Annet Alita, whose job 
is to wash the sandy soll in 
which gold dust Is trapped, 
using highly toxic mercury. 

But work also provides a 
refuge from other dan- 
gers that stalk those not in 
school. Aita said she felt 
more fortunate than some 
friends who "got pregnan- 
cies at home." 

Teacher Francis Adungosi 
said he now works at the 
mine "from Monday to 
Monday" and warned that 
he will need a ‘refresher 
course" before going back 
to the classroom. 

As for his students, "they 
are traumatized. Remem- 
ber they are having a lot of 
challenges. Some of them 
are pregnant. Some have 
already got married. Han- 
dling those children is going 
to be so tasking." 

That's for those who go 
back. Many say they won't. 
Some of the children now 
say, ‘we don't recall what 
we read, so why should we 
go backe" said Gilbert Mu- 
galanzi, of the group Some- 
ro Uganda, which carried 
out a survey in November 
to assess how the pandem- 
ic was affecting schoolchil- 
dren in parts of Busia. 

At Okwako's Mawero. Pri- 
mary School, teacher 
Emmy Odillo said he ex- 
pects a small fraction of 
the 400 students to return 
next year. 

Others have similarly low 
expectations. 

Bosco Masaba, the director 
of studies at Busia Central 
Primary School, the private 
school nearby that has 
been converted into rent- 
als, said he regularly sees 
some students in the streets 
selling tomatoes or eggs. 
He heard that some girls 
became domestic workers 
across the border in Kenya. 
"Some, they have lost hope 
completely,’ Masaba 
said.L]} 
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By NICK PERRY 

Associated Press 
WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
(AP) — As he made his- 
tory by becoming the first 
person to fly across New 
Zealand's Cook Strait in an 
electric plane, Gary Freed- 
man thought if only fitting 
that the first thing he saw 
when approaching the 
Wellington coastline was 
the rotating blade of a 
wind turbine producing re- 
newable energy. 
Freedman's 40-minute solo 
flight in the small two-seat- 
er came 101 years after 
the first person flew a con- 
ventional aircraft over the 
body of water that sepa- 
rates the South Pacific na- 
tion's two main islands. 
Monday's flight was aimed 
at drawing attention to the 
possibilities of greener fly- 
ing and timed to coincide 
with the opening of a piv- 
otal U.N. climate summit in 
Glasgow, Scotland. 
Wellington International Air- 
port officials believe it may 
be the longest distance 
flown in an electric plane 
across any body of water. 


“ 
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"It's a very exciting day for 
the airport. 

A world-record-setting 
day, said spokesperson 
Jenna Raeburn. 

Freedman said the day 
began badly with pouring 
rain at his departure point 
near the town of Blenheim. 
After delaying the flight for 
15 minutes, the weather 
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New Zealand strait crossed for first time by electric plane 





cleared just enough for 
takeoff and soon improved 
to sunny conditions over 


the ocean. 


Freedman said he was é€c- 
static when he landed, and 


the 
better than he'd hoped. 
"We still had 40% left 


technology worked 


In 


the battery," he said. "We 
could have almost flown 





At least 3 dead after high rise in 
Nigeria collapses 


By CHINEDU ASADU Asso- 
ciated Press 

LAGOS, Nigeria (AP) — A 
21-story apartment build- 
Ing Under construction 
collapsed in an upscale 
area of Nigeria's largest 
city, killing at least three 
people and leaving doz- 
ens more missing, officials 
and witnesses said on 
Monday. 

Lagos Police Commis- 
sioner Hakeem Odumosu 
confirmed the deaths, but 
added that three survivors 
had been pulled from the 
rubble in Ikoyi by Monday 
evening. 

Officials arriving at the 
scene were confronted 


by crowds of people vent- 
ing their anger that res- 
cue efforts started several 
hours after the collapse. 
Olayemi Bello told The As- 
sociated Press that five of 
his friends were trapped 
in the building and he 
feared the worst. 

"When they work. finish, 
they will come outside 
and they will play with us 
and talk about the work," 
he said. 

"Now, nobody. All of them 
are dead.’ 

Construction worker Eric 
Tetteh said that he and his 
brother had managed to 
escape. 

But he estimated that 


more than 100 people 
were inside the building at 
the time it crumbled into a 
pile of debris. 

Workers said the high rise 
apartment building had 
been under construction 
for about two years, and 
it was not immediately 
known what had caused 
the collapse. 

However, such incidents 
are relatively common in 
Lagos because enforce- 
ment of building code 
regulations is weak. 

Other observers blame 
shoddy work by private 
developers eager to meet 
demand for housing in the 
megacity.L] 
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back again." 

Freedman, 49, who found- 
ed the company Electric- 
Air, said he's long been 
passionate about the en- 
vironment and the idea 
came as he thought about 
the incongruity of driving 
an electric car and flying a 
gas-powered plane. 

He took a trip to Slovenia 
to buy a Pipistrel Aloha 
Electro plane, and then 
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jumped through various 
hoops with New Zealand 
aviation regulators to get 
the plane cleared. 

It weighs less than 400 ki- 
lograms (880 pounds) 
and is much quieter than 
Q traditional aircraft. For 
the 78 kilometer (48 mile) 
trio, Freedman flew it at 
just 1,000 feet (305 meters) 
above sea level and at 
the relatively slow speed of 
130 kilometers per hour (81 
mph) in order to preserve 
its charge. 

Freedman said it takes 
about one hour fo fully 
charge the plane. 

The maximum flight time Is 
also about an hour, and he 
mainly uses it for pilot train- 
ING. 

Wellington International 
Airport is preparing for reg- 
ular short-hop flights of new 
12-seater electric planes 
that will begin in about five 
years time, said Raeburn, 
the airport sookeswoman. 
She said electric technol- 
ogy is not yet advanced 
enough fo power large 
passenger planes, but bio- 
fuels and hydrogen will like- 
ly provide greener alterna- 
tives in the future.) 
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Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort Honored for Achieving United Nations 


Sustainable Development Goals in 
Aruba Award puts island on the global stage for environmental excellence and beauty 


EAGLE BEACH — Ewald Bie- 
mans, owner/CEO of Bucuti 
& Tara Beach Resort, ac- 
cepted a global award on 
behalf of the resort for its 
efforts in Aruba to achieve 
the United Nations Sustain- 
able Development Goals 
(SDG). The Global Forum on 
Human Settlements (GFHS), 
supported by the United 
Nations Environment Pro- 
gram (UNEP), held its 16th 
annual conference con- 
cluding with a worldwide 
awards ceremony. 


Bucuti & Tara received a 
Sustainable Cities And Hu- 
man Settlements Award 
for the category of Global 
Low-Carbon Ecological 
Scenic Spot. The in-person 
and virtual event based in 
China highlighted achieve- 
ments within the 17 SDGs. 
Shining the spotlight on 









Aruba The GFHS Secre- 
tariat learned of Bucuti & 
Tara's all-encompassing 
sustainability success on 
Aruba when the resort re- 
ceived the Global UN 2020 
Climate Action Award and 
invited it to submit its in- 
depth program of initiatives 
to the selection committee. 
Awardees represent promi- 
nent progress and valu- 








able experience for the 
world to call on in achiev- 
Ing post-2015 Sustainable 


Development Goals. This 
global agenda is a blue- 
print adopted in 2015 by 
193 countries at the United 
Nations General Assembly. 
It contains 17 goals (SDGs), 
169 targets and more than 
200 indicators. It is de- 
signed for every individual, 
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entity and country, to fol- 
low and achieve while bal- 
ancing social, economic, 
and environmental sustain- 
ability, to ensure a more 
sustainable future. Taking 
action on island This GFHS 
Sustainable Cities And Hu- 
man Settlements Award 
achieved by Bucuti & Tara 
is attainable for anyone, 
any entity or the island itself 
to attain. Resulting from the 
2015 worldwide commit- 
ment to decrease global 
warming at 1.5°C, Aruba 
created SDGAruba.com, 
the island’s much-needed 
resource for showing citi- 
zens how to achieve the 
agreed-upon Sustainable 
Develooment Goals. 


“It is an honor for Bucuti & 
Tara to receive this critical 
Sustainable Cities And Hu- 
man Settlements Award as 
amember of Aruba that has 
created its path of achiev- 
ing SDGs, and we hope it 
inspires the government, 
entities and individuals to 
call upon the SDG Aruba 
and to take action with 
these shared vital initiatives 
to protect our beautiful is- 
land,” says Ewald Biemans, 
Owner/CEO of Bucuti & 
Tara Beach Resort. “Aru- 
ba along with the rest of 
the Caribbean contribute 
minimally to global warm- 
ing, yet our island home is 
unfairly among the most 
vulnerable to its devastat- 
ing effects.” Represent- 
ing Aruba 1 The three-day 
provides high-level interac- 
tive platforms for insiders to 
share and spread knowl- 
edge and experience, ex- 
erting significant demon- 
strative effects and provid- 
ing a higher profile to the 
promotion of the realiza- 
tion of Millennium Develop- 
ment Goals and post-2015 
Sustainable Develooment 
Goals. As an entity, Bucuti 
& Tara's net zero success 
and community partner- 
ships were highlighted as 


contributions to taking care 
of its island home. 


After a brief video presen- 
tation, Blemans gave an 
acceptance speech on 
behalf of Bucutfi & Tara’s 
Green Team. Highlights in- 
cluded that as a small 104- 
room hotel on tiny Aruba, 
this award gives the resort 
and the island a voice. 
Having come to Aruba 55 
years ago, he witnessed 
the rapid develooment, 
depletion of natural re- 
sources and need for sus- 
tainable measures to pro- 
tect the island’s future. He 
was particularly inspired by 
the famous Rio Earth Sum- 
mit in 1992. As a soectator, 
he never dreamed that 
his efforts would one day 
make him an honoree for 
following the path set forth. 
Biemans concluded that 
the regenerative travel ex- 
perience designed to pro- 
tect Bucuti & Tara’s Eagle 
Beach home for genera- 
tions makes it possible for 
guests fo trade carbon 
footprints for sandy foot- 
orints. 


Uo next Biemans will travel 
next week by invitation to 
participate in the much- 
anticipated UN COP26. 
On Nov. 4, he has been 
asked to be a signatory of 
the Glasgow Declaration 
on Climate Action in Tour- 
ism. On Nov. 9, he will ac- 
cept Bucuti & Tara’s honor 
at the in-person ceremony 
for the Global UN 2020 Cli 
mate Action Award. At 
that event, he will provide 
a major presentation shar- 
ing the resort’s journey of 
excelling beyond net zero 
including the successful 
plan the UN has deemed 
“highly replicable and scal- 
able” for the more than 1 
million hotels around the 
world to follow. 


To learn more, visit BUuCuTi. 
com.) 
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Article by Etnia Nativa 


WhatsApp us 592 2702 and book your Aruban experience! 
Etnia Nativa is close to high rise Hotels 





Mangroves 








NOORD — Mangroves 
form transition vegeta- 
tion from land to sea 
which offers great pro- 
tection to tropical is- 
lands and _ continental 
shorelines, estuaries and 
lagoons of tropical lati- 
tudes areas, trees and 
shrubs that can grow be- 
low the maximum level 
of tides and are very 
tolerant to high salinity 
of sea water. Mangrove 
forests forms a separate 
and unique echo system 
on its own right. 








Mangroves protect both 
the saltwater and the 
freshwater ecosystems 
they straddle. The man- 
groves’ complex root 
systems filter nitrates and 
ohosphates that rivers 
and streams carry fo the 
sea. They also keep sea- 
water from encroaching 
on inland waterways. 

They act as a protec- 


BLACK MANGROVE 


tive barrier between 
water and land, pre- 
venting coastal erosion 
and reducing the effect 
of waves and swells, es- 
pecially during extreme 
weather events, being a 
powerful shield against 
storms, hurricanes and 
tsunamis. 

According {fo experts, 
mangroves capture and 
store 34 million tons of 
carbon globally. A great 
contribution to the fight 
against climate change 
and global heat! 

They promote biodiver- 
sity as they serve as a 
habitat in its entirety. 
Many types of fish, crabs, 
shrimp and mollusks in- 
habit its roots; birds also 
find a favorable habitat 
in the mangroves. They 
also. provide spawn- 
ing grounds for fish and 
crustaceans on nearby 
coral reefs and offer 
them shelter during the 


WHITE MANGROVE 


early stages of life. Man- 


grove forests provide 
many of the resources 
Upon which — coastal 


people depend for their 
survival and _ livelinood. 
At low tide, people can 
walk across the tidal 
flats to collect clams, 
shellfish, and shrimp. At 
high tide, fish move in to 
feed among the protec- 
tion of mangrove roots, 
turning the marshy land 
into rich fishing grounds. 
The mangrove _ trees 
themselves provide fuel, 
medicines, tannins, and 
wood for building houses 
and boats. 

Recent studies have 
shown that mangroves 
can be used for biotech- 
nology. And due to its 
tolerance to salinity, the 
possibility of transferring 
genes taken from man- 
grove species to certain 
foods, such as rice, has 
been studied to develop 
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new varieties of crops, generating new opportunities 
for coastal farmers. However we must also know keep 
in mind that mangroves are very susceptible to drastic 
change, delicate because they require an environ- 
ment in balance to survive. This means that they re- 
quire an appropriate concentration of fresh and salt 
water to thrive. 

The rise in sea level as a consequence of climate 
change causes a saline imbalance in the mangrove 
habitat that makes their survival difficult in addition to 
pollution caused by man and the overexploitation of 
resources. All this endangers these species, which are 
among the most diverse and productive in the world 
offering so many benefits that they undoubtedly de- 
serve governmental commitment and our protection. 


Fishermen of Southern Thailand Trang Province have a 
saying that goes like this 

“If there are no mangrove forests, the sea will have no 
meaning. It is like having a tree with no roots, for the 
mangroves are the roots of the sea.”—_] 


Did you say that you love Aruba its origins and cultural heri- 
tage? Than this private encounter with our columnist anthro- 
pologist is just as you. Sessions created in a gorgeous setting 


for visitor with special interests. Appointment is required. et- 
nianativa03@gmail.com or Whatsapp us 297 592 2702 for a 
private reservation. 
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Tuscany Residence Aruba: 


Aruba’s Luxury Residential Resort with unique Waiter Villas 


NOORD — Within walking distance of the fin- 
est white beaches and the clear blue ocean, 
Tuscany Residence Aruba is founded in one 
of the best and most popular neighborhoods 
of Aruba, close to the shopping and nighilife 
of Palm Beach. Tuscany Residence Aruba 
brings luxury living to a new level and they 
are very unique in their offerings with the 
Daimari Water Villas. 


Around 180 exclusive properties will be built in 
all different sizes and prices, suitable for every- 
one’s wishes and among them are 18 luxury 
Water Villas, all with a private terrace and di- 
rect access to the pool. The Daimari Water Vil- 
las include 2 and 3 bedrooms with wardrobes, 
2 and 3.5 bathrooms, are fully furnished with a 
fully equipped German kitchen, fully air-condi- 
tioned and with wide aluminum sliding door to 
the covered pool terraces. Balcony and cov- 
ered terraces are offered on the 2 floors unit 
and a private parking in front of the unit or your 
own garage is all yours. 50% of these amazing 
houses is already sold! There are still 6 residenc- 
es available, including 2 with a one car garage. 
Tuscany Residences now offer a special pre- 
construction discount, whereby your advan- 
tage increases to 9.7%. Pre-construction prices 
valid up to November Ist starting at US$ 450,775 
Turn-Key! 


Dutch design 

This luxury residential resort with various types of 
homes has many amenities such as swimming 
pools, restaurant, bar, offices, meeting rooms, 
gym, wellness and more. The combination of 
the beautiful Dutch modern international ar- 
chitecture and the Aruban palm trees creates 
a luxurious Aruban feeling and relaxed atmo- 
sphere in this resort. Tuscany Residence Aruba 
is the perfect choice for couples and families. 
Bas de Groot, Managing Director of Tuscany 
Residence Aruba adds, “We differ from tradi- 
tional building, our design distinguishes itself.” 
At 8 minutes’ walk from Palm Beach, designed 
in a European style with high-quality materials, 
on property land and with buying possibilities 
from condos to townhouses to villas, Tuscany 
Residence Is a dream comes true. 





a, 
oe + 
_ - “-. 










ai = A i ot oni ; i, 
= — | @ 2 he 
: ik i =f =a ~~ 
| i = 
~— ! ; a i 









ag 


villi, 


——— 


We take care of it all 

De Groot adds, “Our project is in Continuous 
construction which builds confidence. He con- 
tinues saying that maintenance, property man- 
agement, rental program and safety are taken 
care of. “You can log in from abroad and man- 
age your property for rental or view your admin- 
istration.” The great thing about Tuscany is that 
it offers everything equal to a resort but you do 
not need to wait for an elevator to bring you up, 
worry about parking space or noisy neighbors. 
“We have got space and different size offerings 
making this more a community feel rather than 
a packed condo building.” He also emphasizes 
that the location Is one of the best on Aruba as 
it is quiet and close to Palm Beach. 


Reasons to buy 
Reasons to consider Aruba property ownership, 
at Tuscany Residence Aruba 


° Excellent price-quality ratio 

° Beautiful designs & Quality construction 
° Residential Park with all amenities 

° Property land on top-location 

° Varies properties in different price range 
° Onsite Maintenance Team, Property 
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Management & Rental Program 

Are you looking for a safe, quiet, residential 
area where you will meet a mix of local and for- 
eign owners? Do you feel for a warm communI- 
ty with amenities like wellness, gym, restaurants, 
pools and this all within a structure where the 
residence takes care of your property manage- 
ment while you are not here? Can the highest 
European quality and solid working structure 
take away your preoccupations while you are 
home? Than meet us, we are here to convince 
you with quality! 


For an impression of Daimari Water Villas have 
a look at the website: httos://www.tuscany- 
residencearuba.com/en/news. For more in- 
formation please contact Bas de Groot by 
phone +297-7332424 or email bas@tuscanyresi- 
dencearuba.com. L} 


Tuscany Residence Aruba 

Salina Cerca 131, Noord, Aruba 
info@tuscanyresidencearuba.com 
(+297) 280 4664 

(+297) 733 2424 
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Musk offers $6B if UN shows how it will solve world hunger 


Elon Musk, the richest per- 
son in the world, says he 
will sell $6 billion worth of 
Tesla stock and donate 
the proceeds fo the United 
Nations’ food agency if it 
could show how the money 
would solve world hunger. 
His statement came. af- 
ter U.N. World Food Pro- 
gramme Executive Director 
David Beasley challenged 
Musk, Amazon founder 
Jeff Bezos and other billion- 
aires in a CNN interview last 
week, calling on them to 
step UP On "a One-Time ba- 
sis’ to help end starvation. 
In the interview, Beasley 
said billionaires could give 
"$6 billion to help 42 million 
people that are literally go- 
ing to die if we don't reach 
them." "It's not complicat- 
ed," he said. 

That money would be ap- 
proximately 2% of Musk's 
fortune, nearly $300 billion, 
according to Forbes. His 
wealth and the wealth of 
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many American multi-bil- 
lionaires has grown quickly 
during the COVID-19 pan- 
demic, thanks to increased 
stock and home equity, 
even more than before 


the virus struck. The Soacex 
founder posted Sunday 
on Twitter: "If WFP can de- 
scribe on this Twitter thread 
exactly how $6B will solve 
world hunger, | will sell Tesla 





Associated Press 


stock right now and do it." 

“But it must be Open source 
accounting, so the pub- 
lic sees precisely how the 
money is spent," he added. 
In 2020, the agency re- 


ceived $8.4 billion in do- 
nations, which it says was 
$5.3 billion short of its re- 
quirements. Its too donors 
include the United States, 
Germany and the United 
Kingdom. 

Beasley resoonded to Musk 
on Twitter, writing $6 billion 
will not solve world hunger, 
“but it WILL prevent geopo- 
litical instability, mass mi- 
gration and save 42 million 
people on the brink of star- 
vation. An unprecedented 
crisis and a perfect storm 
due to Covid/conflict/cli- 
mate crises." 

He also offered to meet 
with Musk to discuss the 
topic. "Please publish your 
current & proposed spend- 
ing in detail so people can 
see exactly where money 
goes,’ Musk said in a Twitter 
reply. "Sunlight is a wonder- 
ful thing." 

It remained unclear Mon- 
day whether a meeting will 
be set.) 





Exxon seeks $100 billion for Houston carbon capture plan 


By CATHY BUSSEWITZ 
Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 
Houston Shido Channel is 
home to petrochemical 
plants, pPOwer Companies 
and heavy industries, all of 
which throw climate-harm- 
Ing emissions into the air. 
IN a process called “car- 
bon capture and storage’ 
(CCS), some industrial fa- 
cilities capture this carbon 
dioxide before it leaves 
their plants, and then use 
it to develoo products or 
store it Underground. 

Now Exxon Mobil has sug- 
gested turning the 50-mile- 
long channel into a CCS 
hub. The oil and gas gi- 
ant is calling on industry 
and government to jointly 
raise $100 billion to create 
infrastructure to capture 
carbon dioxide at indus- 
trial plants, carry it away 
IN pipelines and inject tt 
deep under the floor of 
the Gulf of Mexico. 

Joe Blommaert, President 
of Low Carbon Solutions at 
Exxon, says CCS is essential 
to meeting the goals of 
the Paris agreement while 
also meeting the growing 
energy needs of the world. 
Exxon has raked in more 


than $20 billion annually 
In profits over the past de- 
cade, on average, and 
nearly $300 billion annually 
in revenues. Blommaert 
talked with The Associated 
Press about the $3 billion 
that Exxon plans to spend 
on the business through 
2025, and how the project 
might take shape. The in- 
terview has been edited 
for length and clarity. 

Q: Your vision for the Hous- 
ton Ship Channel calls for 
a $100 billion investment 
from companies and gov- 
ernment. That's a lot of 
money. How do you envi- 
sion it would be spent? 

A: Obviously, the scale is 
unprecedented. When 
you look into the details, 
actually, it is many cap- 
ture facilities and storage 
facilities, and actually this 
CCS is executed at scale 
already around the world. 
What is important in my 
mind is this collaboration 
of the whole industry, the 
whole of government and 
the whole of society. And 
it is actually addressing 
climate change, which 
technically is a very com- 
plicated issue. If needs alll 
of the solutions, and it Is 


not one or the other. And 
that's why with the Houston 
Hub we were so pleased 
with the 10 companies will- 
ing to step forward to help 
make this a reality. 

Q: How much is Exxon will- 
ing to invest? 

A: We are, just like other 
companies, assessing 
those opportunities. We're 
working through our proj- 
ect and definition, and we 
will certainly do our part. 
| will not quote a specific 
number. We are working 
through that, as you can 
Imagine. But the key Is 
that policy to attract pub- 
lic and private investment 
IN supporting this is put in 
place. And that's why we 
talk about the value of 
carbon, which is essential. 
Q: Can you tell me what 
percentage of the Houston 
Ship Channel project costs 
Exxon would likely contrib- 
ute? 

A: | will not give you the 
percentage, it's obviously 
too early. Actually a meet- 
Ing is scheduled in the next 
few days to talk about how 
to get organized, do gov- 
ernance, and so on. And 
then each company is 
actually looking at its own 


capture project, if you will, 
and the specific details. So 
more to come on that. 

Q: Was this plan created 
in response to_ investor 
concerns about climate 
change? 

A: We started this CCS 
venture about three years 
ago and actually that is 
now included in my busi- 
ness. And so we brought 
that to a stage that we 
COUICESICMiniikinere eeu 
how to really bring that to 
scale. 

This was actually already 
quite quite well  pro- 
gressed, culminating in 
the creation of a (carbon 
capture) business that is 
now 30 this year, and we 
already had a portfolio of 
ideas. It's just the right time 
for US. 

Q: If Exxon believes this is 
important, why not dra- 
matically reduce oil and 
gas production and invest 
more in renewable ener- 
gy? 

A: | fully appreciate this 
perspective on the Issue, 
and | would come back 
to what | said earlier in 
terms of meeting the goals 
of the Paris accord and 
meeting energy and prod- 


uct demands that modern 
life requires, particularly 
when you think about the 
growth of society, 2 billion 
more people by 2050. 
That energy mx will 
change, but that will still 
require energy sources 
from fossil fuels. 

That's why it is actually so 
important to have tech- 
nologies like CCS so that 
you can meet the energy 
supplies that the world 
needs in a way that the 
emissions are being abat- 
ed, and that you can do 
that at the lowest cost pos- 
sible to society. And you 
can do that now. 

We're buying renew- 
able power. We do that 
through our power pur- 
chase agreements. We 
believe our strength re- 
ally comes to the forefront 
through the deployment 
of technologies like CCS, 
like hydrogen, like biofuels. 
And those are technolo- 
gies that are being recog- 
nized by the Intergovern- 
mental Panel on Climate 
Change and the Interna- 
tional Energy Agency as 
technologies that society 
needs to meet modern life 
requirements.) 
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Indonesia first to greenlight Novavax 
COVID-19 vaccine 





Dal 





By VICTORIA MILKO 
Associated Press 

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) 
— Biotechnology compa- 
ny Novavax said Monday 
that Indonesia has given 
the world's first emergen- 
cy use authorization for its 
COVID-19 vaccine, which 
uses a different technology 
than current shots. 

The vaccine is easier to 
store and transport than 
some other shots, which 
could allow it fo play an 
important role in boosting 
supplies in poorer countries 
around the world. 

The two-dose Novavax 
vaccine is made with lab- 
grown copies of the spike 
protein that coats the coro- 
navirus. That's very different 
from widely used mRNA 
vaccines such as Pfizer 
and Moderna that deliver 
genetic instructions for the 
body to make Its own spike 
protein. 

The emergency authori- 


Associated Press 


zation of the vaccine Is a 
"very important step" for 
Indonesia's COVID-19 vac- 
cination program, Indone- 
sian epidemiologist Dicky 
Budiman said. 

"This vaccine will be much 
easier fo transport, store 
and distribute in a place like 
Indonesia, where we have 
many islands," he said. Bu- 
diman said if the rollout of 
the vaccine is successful, It 
could lead to its approval 
and use in other develop- 
INg nations. 

The need for more vac- 
cines remains critical in 
many countries, includ- 
ing Indonesia. In June, 
U.S.-based Novavax an- 
nounced the vaccine had 
proven about 90% effec- 
tive against symptomatic 
COVID-19 in a study of 
nearly 30,000 people in 
the U.S. and Mexico. It also 
worked against variants cir- 
culating in those countries 
at the time, if said. 


The company said side ef- 
fects were mild and includ- 
ed tenderness at the injec- 
tion site, headache, aches 
and pains and fatigue. 

In October, if addressed 
concerns that production 
of the vaccine had been 
slowed due to a lack of 
raw materials and other is- 
sues, saying If planned to 
“achieve a capacity of 150 
milllon doses per month by 
the end of the fourth quar- 
ter’ through partnerships 
with Serum Institute of In- 
dia, SK Bioscience in South 
Korea and Takeda in Ja- 
pan, among others. 
Novavax said it has already 
filed for authorization of 
the vaccine in the United 
Kingdom, European Union, 


Canada, Australia, India 
and the Philippines. 
Indonesia was battered 


by a deadly wave of CO- 
VID-19 fueled by the delta 
variant and post-holiday 
travel from June through 
August. New cases have 
now dropped, averaging 
less than 1,000 a day since 
mid October. 

About 36% of people in In- 
donesian have received 
two doses of a vaccine, 
and about 58% have re- 
ceived one dose, accord- 
ing to the Ministry of Health. 
Over 143,400 people have 
died from the virus in In- 
donesia. The number is 
thought to be an under- 
count due to low testing 
and tracing.) 





A small telescope past Saturn could solve some mysteries 
of the universe betier than giant telescopes near Earth 





Michael Zemcov Rochester Institute of 
Technology 

(THE CONVERSATION) Dozens of space- 
based telescopes operate near Earth 
and provide incredible images of the 
Universe. But imagine a telescope far 
away in the outer solar system, 10 or 
even 100 times farther from the Sun than 
EGE: 

The ability to look back at our solar sys- 
tem or peer into the darkness of the dis- 
tant cosmos would make this a uniquely 
powerful scientific tool. 

I'm an astrophysicist who studies the for- 
mation of structure in the universe. Since 
the 1960s, scientists like me have been 
considering the important — scientific 
questions we might be able to answer 
with a telescope placed in the outer so- 


lar system. 

So what would such a mission look like? 
And what science could be done? 

A tiny telescope far from home 

The scientific strength of a telescope far 
from Earth would come primarily from its 
location, not Its size. 

Plans for a telescope in the outer solar 
system would put it somewhere beyond 
the orbit of Saturn, roughly a billion or 
more miles from Earth. 

We'd need only send a very small tele- 
scope — with a lens roughly the size of 
a small plate — to achieve some truly 
Unique astrophysical insights. 

Such a telescope could be built to 
weigh less than 20 pounds (9 kilograms) 
and could be piggybacked on virtually 
any mission to Saturn or beyond. LJ 
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HTTA 

Time - Share Owners 

Condo and Houses 

Want to sell your property ? 
Call the expert 36 years doing 
Honest bussiness 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Resort 

Eagle Beach 

Studio WK 43 room #3205 
C-building with elevator 

10 weeks remain on contract 
Price :$4K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 

Palm beach 

Gold season 

2 bedroom , 2 bath 

Ocean View 

Price : $8 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Palm beach 

1 Bedroom 1 bath 

Week # 44 and 45 room # 706 
33 weeks remain 

Price : $ 18 K both weeks 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Tierra del sol 

Golf course 

3 bedroom 2 1/2 bath 

Fully furnished with a garage 
Ocean view Price :$450K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Le vent 

Eagle Beach 

3 bedroom 2bath ground floor 
$800K 

2 Bedroom 2bath 5th floor 
$800K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Coald coast 

2 bedroom 3 bath $280K 
3 bedroom 3 bath $435K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA Condo for sale 
Marriott Ocean Club Gold coast 

Palm beach 5 bedroom 3 bath 

Gold season Fully furnished 

1 Bedroom Ocean view $ 6 K Price : $600 K 

2 Bedroom Ocean view $11K Call : 011-297-630-1307 


Call :01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
HTTA Condo for sale 
Playa linda Beach resort Palm beach 
Palm beach Las Islas 


Studio week 46 room # 408 
Ocean view Price : $7 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


3 Bedroom 3 bath 

Fully furnished 

Price : $475 K 

Call :01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
HTTA 

Renaissance ocean suites 
Private islands 

1 Bedroom week #46 

Room # 2529 

Pool/ocean view 

Price : $5K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 


Violence Against Women 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 





fee time Share Resales + Realty 
: Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
| * All inventory available 
| Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www. halleyadventures. com 





Please keep 
your 
distance 
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HTTA 

Dutch Village 

Eagle beach 

1 bedroom week 46 room # 71 
12 weeks remain 6 accelerted 
expire :2035 $6 K 

2 Bedroom 2 bath week 47 
room # 103 

17 full accelerated expire 2026 
$6,5 K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Paradise Beach Villas 

Eagle Beach 

1 Bedroom week 45 room #304 
1 Bedroom week 47 room #214 
Garden view $ 5 K each 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
Eagle Resort 
Eagle beach 
1 bedroom week 45 and 46 
Room #1566 
Price : $5 K each 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214699 
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HEALTH 


a 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Trupiaal Tel. 583 8560 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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COVID-19's global death toll tops 5 million in under 2 years 


By CARLA K. JOHNSON 

AP Medical Writer 

The global death toll from 
COVID-19 topped 5 million 
on Monday, less than two 
years into a crisis that has 
not only devastated poor 
countries but also humbled 
wealthy ones with first-rate 
health care systems. 
Together, the United States, 
the European Union, Brit- 
ain and Brazil — all Upper- 
middie- or high-income 
countries — account for 
one-eighth of the world's 
population but nearly half 
of all reported deaths. The 
U.S. alone has recorded 
over 745,000 lives lost, more 
than any other nation. 

"This is a defining moment in 
our lifetime," said Dr. Albert 
Ko, an infectious disease 
specialist at the Yale School 
of Public Health. "What do 
we have fo do to protect 
ourselves so we dont get 
to another 5 million?" 

The death toll, as tallied by 
Johns Hopkins University, Is 
about equal to the popu- 
lations of Los Angeles and 
San Francisco combined. It 
rivals the number of people 
killed in battles among na- 
tions since 1950, accord- 
ing to estimates from the 
Peace Research Institute 
Oslo. Globally, COVID-19 
is now the third leading 
cause of death, after heart 
disease and stroke. 

The staggering figure is al- 
most certainly an under- 
count because of limited 
testing and people dying 
at home without medi- 
cal attention, especially 
in poor parts of the world, 
such as India. 

Hot spots have — shifted 
over the 22 months since 
the outbreak began, turn- 
ing different places on the 
world map red. Now, the 
virus is pumme}ling Russia, 
Ukraine and other parts of 
Eastern Europe, especially 
where rumors, misinforma- 
tion and distrust in govern- 
ment have hobbled vac- 
cination efforts. In Ukraine, 


only 17% of the adult popu- 
lation is fully vaccinated; in 
Armenia, only 7%. 


between wealth and 
health is a paradox that 
disease experts will be pon- 
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lions across Africa haven't 
received a single dose, 
though the rich countries 
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Relatives of Luis Enrique Rodriguez, who died of COVID-19, visit where he was buried on qa hill at 
the El Pajonal de Cogua Natural Reserve, in Cogua, north of Bogota, Colombia. Rodriguez died 
May 14, 2021. Relatives bury the ashes of their loved ones who died of coronavirus and plant a 


tree in their memory. 


"What's uniquely different 
about this pandemic its it hit 
hardest the high-resource 
countries,” said Dr. Wafaa 
El-Sadr, director of ICAP, 
a global health center at 
Columbia University. "That's 
the irony of COVID-19." 
Wealthier nations with lon- 
ger life expectancies have 
larger proportions of older 
people, cancer survivors 
and nursing home residents, 
all of whom are especially 
vulnerable to COVID-19, 
El-Sadr noted. Poorer coun- 
tries tend to have larger 
shares of children, teens 
and young adults, who are 
less likely to fall seriously ill 
from the coronavirus. 

India, despite its terrifying 
delta surge that peaked in 
early May, now has ag much 
lower reported daily death 
rate than wealthier Russia, 
the U.S. or Britain, though 
there is uncertainty around 
its figures. 

The seeming disconnect 


dering for years. But the 
pattern that is seen on the 
grand scale, when nations 
are compared, is different 
when examined at closer 
range. Within each wealthy 
country, when deaths and 
infections are mapped, 
poorer neighborhoods are 
hit hardest. 

In the U.S., for example, CO- 
VID-19 has taken an outsize 
toll on Black and Hispanic 
people, who are more like- 
ly than white people to live 
in poverty and have less 
access to health care. 
"When we get out our mi- 
croscopes, we see that 
within countries, the most 
vulnerable have suffered 
most," Ko said. 

Wealth has also played a 
role in the global vaccina- 
tion drive, with rich coun- 
tries accused of locking up 
supplies. 

The U.S. and others are al- 
ready dispensing booster 
shots at a time when mil- 
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are also shipping hundreds 
of millions of shots to the 
rest of the world. 

Africa remains the world's 
least vaccinated region, 
with just 5% of the popula- 
tion of 1.3 billion people 
fully covered. 

"This devastating milestone 
reminds us that we are fail- 
ing much of the world," U.N. 
Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres said in a written 
statement. "This is a global 
shame." 

In Kampala, Uganda, Cissy 
Kagaba lost her 62-year- 
old mother on Christmas 
Day and her 76-year-old 
father days later. 
"Christmas will never be the 
same for me,’ said Kagaba, 
an anti-corruption activist 
in the East African country 
that has been through mul- 
tiple lockdowns against the 
virus and where a curfew 
remains in place. 

The pandemic has_ unit- 
ed the globe in grief and 
Oushed survivors to the 
breaking point. 

"Who else is there now? 
The responsibility is on me. 
COVID has changed my 
life," said 32-year-old Ree- 
na Kesarwani, a mother of 
two boys, who was left to 
manage her late husband's 
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modest hardware store in a 
village in India. 

Her husband, Anand Babu 
Kesarwani, died at 38 dur- 
ing India's crushing corona- 
virus surge earlier this year. 
It overwhelmed one of the 
most chronically under- 
funded public health sys- 
tems in the world and killed 
tens of thousands as hospi- 
tals ran out of oxygen and 
medicine. 

In Bergamo, Italy, once the 
site of the West's first deadly 
wave, 51-year-old Fabrizio 
Fidanza was deprived of a 
final farewell as his 86-year- 
old father lay dying in the 
hospital. He is still trying to 
come to terms with the loss 
more than a year later. 
“For the last month, | nev- 
er saw him," Fidanza said 
during a visit to his father's 
grave. ‘It was the worst mo- 
ment. But coming here ev- 
ery week, helps me." 
Today, 92% of Bergamo's 
eligible population have 
had at least one shot, the 
highest vaccination rate in 
Italy. The chief of medicine 
at Pope John XxXIll Hospital, 
Dr. Stefano Fagiuoli, said 
he believes that's a clear 
result of the city's collective 
trauma, when the wail of 
ambulances was constant. 
In Lake City, Florida, LaTa- 
sha Graham, 38, still gets 
mail almost daily for her 
17-year-old daughter, 
Jo'Keria, who died of CO- 
VID-19 in August, days be- 
fore starting her senior year 
of high school. The teen, 
who was buried in her cap 
and gown, wanted to be a 
trauma surgeon. 

‘| know that she would 
have made it. | know that 
she would have’ been 
where she wanted to go," 
her mother said. 

InN Rio de Janeiro, Erika 
Machado scanned the list 
of names engraved on a 
long, undulating sculpture 
of oxidized steel that stands 
in Penitencia cemetery as 
an homage to some of Bra- 
Zil's COVID-19 victims. Then 
she found him: Wagner 
Machado, her father. 

"My dad was the love of 
my life, my best friend," said 
Machado, 40, a saleswom- 
an who traveled from Sao 
Paulo to see her father's 
name. "He was everything 
to me."] 
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By BRETT MARTEL 

AP Sports Writer 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Saints 
quarterback Jameis Win- 
ston was diagnosed on 
Monday with torn knee 
ligaments that will end his 
season, coach Sean Pay- 
ton said. 

Payton confirmed the ex- 
tent of the injury, first report- 
ed by the NFL Network, fol- 
lowing an MRI that showed 
a torn anterior cruciate lig- 
ament and damage to the 
medial collateral ligament 
in Winston's left knee. 
Winston was injured early in 
the second quarter of New 
Orleans’ 36-27 victory over 
Tampa Bay on Sunday. 
On the play, Winston was 
scrambling when he was 
pulled down from behind 
by linebacker Devin White, 
who was penalized for a 
horse-collar tackle. 
Winston's knee buckled as 
he went down. He was un- 
able to walk off the field 
without helo and was re- 
placed by Trevor Siemian 





for the rest of the game. 
Payton also stated that he's 
content to stick with the 
three remaining healthy 
QBs on the Saints’ roster: 
Siemian, Taysom Hill and 
rookie lan Book. 

"We're satisfied with the 
quarterback room, Payton 
said. 

Winston had been 4-2 in six 
complete games as a start- 
er and his 16-yard touch- 
down pass to Tre’Quan 
Smith on Sunday had tied 
the game against Tampa 
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Bay at 7. That was also 
the score when he left the 
game. 

Siemian was the primary 
backup against the Bucs 
because Hill was. still re- 
covering from a concus- 
sion against Washington in 
Week 5. Payton said Hill's 
condition was progress- 
ing well, but declined to 
say whether Hill had been 
cleared fo return to prac- 
tice this week. 

Even if Hill is back against 
the Atlanta Falcons on 


Sunday, Payton declined 
to say how he'd approach 
deciding whether to give 
Siemian a chance to pick 
Up where he left off, or in- 
Stall Hill, who went 3-1 as 
a starter last season while 
Drew Brees was sidelined 
with rio and lung injuries. 
"This is going to be the $6 mil- 
lion question and honestly 
we going to look closely at 
what's best for our team in 
this game" against Atlanta, 
Payton said. "As the week 
progresses well see how 
we want it to play if out." 
Winston came fo the Saints 
as a reserve to learn from 
Payton and Brees in 2020, 
after the Buccaneers al- 
lowed him to go into free 
agency so they could re- 
place him with Tom Brady. 
While the Bucs drafted Win- 
ston first overall in 2015, he 
was a mercurial performer 
early in his career, often 
canceling out highly pro- 
ductive stints with costly 
mistakes. 

In 2019, he led the NFL with 


5,109 yards and 33 IDs 
passing, but also led the 
league in interceptions with 
30 — and the Bucs missed 
the playoffs. 

In New Orleans, Winston 
had focused on improving 
his coverage reads and 
decision-making, and his 14 
touchdown passes against 
just three interceptions this 
season — not to mention 
his winning record as a 
starter — indicated he was 
making progress on that 
front. "We definitely were 
encouraged. We felt like, 
man, wed seen the arm 
strength, the leadership, 
all of those things," Payton 
said. "We was someone that 
had become a vital part to 
what we were doing.: 

Now his NFL future is less cer- 
tain again. He was under 
just GQ one-year contract 
with New Orleans, turns 28 
on Jan. 6, and Is slated to 
end the league year as a 
free agent in the midst of 
rehabilitating from recon- 
structive knee surgery.L] 





Bills seek new stadium funding deal in place by end of year 


By JOHN WAWROW 

AP Sports Writer 

ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. (AP) 
— Though the Buffalo Bills’ 
lease on their current sta- 
dium doesn't expire for 21 
more months, time is run- 
ning short on the team 
reaching a financing 
agreement with public offi- 
cials on its proposal to build 
a new facility. 

"If we get fo January and 
there's no new deal done, 
you should really be con- 
cerned,’ Pegula Sports and 
Entertainment executive 
vice president Ron Raccuia 
told The Associated Press 
over the weekend. PSE Is 
the Bills’ parent company, 
with Raccuia overseeing 
stadium negotiations. 
"We've pushed this back 
from our initial timeline to 
accommodate Gov. Ho- 
chul and her getting up to 
speed," he added, referring 
to Kathy Hochul, who took 


over when Andrew Cuomo 
resigned in August after an 
investigation concluded 
he sexually harassed 11 
women. "But we're all in 
alignment that we want 
this deal done by the end 
of the year." 
What happens 
that is uncertain. 
Bills officials have main- 
tained they are solely fo- 
cused on reaching an 
agreement with state and 
county officials to help fi- 
nance a proposed $1.4 
billion, 60,000-plus seat sta- 
dium to be built across the 
street from their existing 
48-year-old facility in Or- 
chard Park. 

And yet, the threat of the 
team relocating remains 
Qa possibility even though it 
has not been raised in talks. 
The time crunch is becom- 
ing an issue as the Bills seek 
clarity on their long-term fu- 
ture while also saying they 


beyond 


have no interest in renew- 
ing the lease once it expires 
at the end of July 2023. 
Having a deal in place by 
January would allow Ho- 
chul to include stadium 
funding in her budget pro- 
posal for approval in April. 
With Hochul up for election 
next fall, it's unlikely she will 
have time for negotiations 
while campaigning. 

The Bills, meanwhile, are 
concerned they might 
have go back fo square 
one in negotiations should 
there be another change 
In governor. 

Hochul, who is from Buf- 
falo, is well aware of the 
time constraints, saying 
last week it is her intention 
to have a deal in place in 
time for the budget. 

"The timeline is one that will 
accomplish my overall ob- 
jective, which is to keep the 
Buffalo Bills in Buffalo," Ho- 
chul told reporters in New 


York City. 

‘There'll be plenty of time 
to get the job done. The 
Buffalo Bills know there's 
a commitment, a shared 
effort to finance this," she 
added. 

"So it is very positive right 
now.. 

Unresolved is how much 
public money the state 
and county will commit, 
with the Bills anticipating 
that taxpayers be request- 
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ed to bear more than 50% 
of the cost. 

Negotiations are on hold 
until the state completes 
its own stadium feasibility 
study, which Hochul said Is 
expected fo be released 
within days. 

The study will assess the 
costs of building a new sta- 
dium either at the Bills’ pro- 
posed suburban location or 
downtown, versus renovat- 
ing the existing facility.) 
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MATCHDAY: Struggling Barca in Kyiv; Man United aft Atalanta 


By The Associated Press un- 
defined- A look at what's 
happening in the Champi- 
ons League on Tuesday: 
GROUP E 

Coming off a three-match 
winless streak in the Span- 
ish league with an_ inter- 
im coach, Barcelona will 
head to Ukraine to face 
Dynamo Kyiv without two 
of its veterans because 
of health issues. Defender 
Gerard Pique is nursing a 
right calf strain and striker 
Sergio Aguero is under ob- 
servation after undergo- 
ing heart tests. The team Is 
being coached by interim 
manager Sergi Barjuan af- 
ter Ronald Koeman was 
fired last week. Bayern Mu- 
nich hosts Benfica knowing 
a win will secure its place 
in the next round. The Ba- 
varian powerhouse is yet 
to concede a goal in the 
competition after beating 
Barcelona (3-0), Dynamo 
Kyiv (5-0) and Benfica (4-0). 
Bayern will be keen to keep 
the visitors scoreless again 
after conceding seven 
goals in its last two games. 
The German team's coach, 


Julian Nagelsmann, hopes 
to be back on the sideline 
after recovering from the 
coronavirus. Benfica is win- 
less in its last two games in 
all competitions. 

GROUP F 

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer takes 
Manchester United to Italy 
to play Atalanta looking to 
build on a much-needed 
win at Tottenham in the 
English Premier League. 
Solskjaer said: "Criticism 
can make you doubt your- 
self or you can stand up 
for yourself and I've always 
enjoyed criticism. Just keep 
that coming, that's fine." 
United's move to a three- 
man defense was key on 
Saturday as if stifled Spurs 
and gave them the plat- 
form to build on, with Cris- 
tiano Ronaldo and Edinson 
Cavani leading the attack. 
“We have a squad fo play 
many different ways," Sol- 
skjaer said when asked 
about the plan to face 
Atalanta. United has a two- 
point lead over Villarreal 
and Atalanta after coming 
from behind to beat the 
Serie A side in Manches- 


ter two weeks ago. Villar- 
real welcomes Young Boys 
looking to improve its de- 
fensive performances after 
conceding nine goals in its 
last five matches in all com- 
petitions. 

GROUP G 

Sevilla has won three of 
its last four matches in the 
Spanish league but drew 
three in a row in the group 
stage of the Champions 
League to sit in second 
place. A win against third- 
place Lille will leave the 
Spanish club in a good po- 
sition to reach the knock- 
out stage. German team 
Wolfsburg is looking for its 
first win in the competition 
when it hosts group leader 
Salzburg. A new coach Is 
helping its sense of opti- 
mism after Wolfsburg de- 
feated Bayer Leverkusen 
away in the Bundesliga in 
Florian Kohfelat's first game 
in charge on Saturday. That 
victory brought an end to 
an eight-game run with- 
out a win under previous 
coach Mark van Bommel. 
GROUP H 

Juventus is struggling in Se- 
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rie A, where it has lost two 
Straight, but the Bianco- 
neri have won all three of 
their Champions League 
games to lead the group. 
Another win over visiting 
Zenit St. Petersburg would 
secure a spot in the last 16 
with two group games to 
spare. "We've got the first 
goal of the season within 
sight, which is great be- 
cause if would allow us to 
focus more on (Serie A), 
where weve thrown away 
an entire month's work in 
five days," Juventus coach 
Massimiliano Allegri said. 
Having battled through 
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four qualifying rounds, 
Malmo has found the go- 
ing tough in the group 
stage — losing all three 
matches. The Swedish 
champion hosts Chelsea 
on a goal difference of mi- 
nus 11 following its 4-0 loss 
to the titleholder at Stam- 
ford Bridge two week ago. 
Domestically, Malmo is at 
least in good form, winning 
five of its last seven games 
to stay top. Chelsea also 
oulled three points clear of 
Liverpool at the top of the 
English Premier League at 
the weekend by beating 
Newcastle.L] 





Thorns appoint former goalkeeper Karina LeBlanc as GM 


By ANNE M. PETERSON 

AP Sports Writer 

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — 
The Portland Thorns have 
named former goalkeeper 
Karina LeBlanc as their new 
general manager to re- 
place Gavin Wilkinson, who 
was placed on administra- 
tive leave by the team in 
the wake of sexual harass- 
ment and coercion allega- 





tions against former coach 
Paul Riley. 
LeBlanc, also a_ former 


goalkeeper for the Cana- 
dian national team, is cur- 
rently the head of women's 
soccer for CONCACAF, the 
confederation for North 
and Central America and 
Caribbean soccer. She 
plans to steo down from 
that post to focus on the 


Thorns. 

"| know women's football 
will continue to be a ma- 
jor priority at Concacaf. | 
am proud of how we were 
able to move the game 
forward. | loved the work 
| did there, but | missed 
being around the game, 
players and the energy of 
Portland," LeBlanc said in a 
statement Monday. ‘This is 


an opportunity to do some- 
thing that truly matters for a 
city, a club and a league 
that's given me so much." 
Wilkinson was placed on 
administrative leave _ last 
month by the’ National 
Women's Soccer League 
team after two former play- 
ers went public with their al- 
legations against Riley. 
Riley coached the Thorns 
for the 2014 and 2015 sea- 
sons but Portland did not 
retain him following a team 
investigation after a player 
complained. Riley went 
from there to the team that 
eventually became the 
North Carolina Courage, 
which fired him in late Sep- 
tember following a pub- 
lished report about allega- 
tions that soanned his time 
with both teams. 

NWSL Commissioner Lisa 
Baird stepped down amid 
the scandal. The NWSL and 
U.S. Soccer are conducting 
independent investigations 
into the allegations. 

Thorns players also called 
for Wilkinson's ouster. Man- 


agement announced a 
short time later that he had 
been placed on adminis- 
trative leave from duties 
connected to the Thorns, 
but not from Major League 
Soccer's Portland Timbers. 
Wilkinson will continue as 
GM of the Timbers. 

LeBlanc was goalkeeper 
for the Thorns in the 2013 
season, when the team 
won the inaugural NWSL 
championship. She went 
on to play for two season 
with the Chicago Red Stars. 
LeBlanc also made 110 ap- 
oearances for the Canadi- 
an national team between 


1998 and 2015. 

She has served in her role 
with CONCACAF © since 
2018. 


‘The global soccer network 
she has fostered during 
her career has perfectly 
positioned her to lead the 
Thorns, and it is hard to think 
of anyone with a more in- 
nate leadership ability and 
Unique blend of skills than 
Karina," Thorns owner Mer- 
ritt Paulson said.) 


